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Cyclones wrestlers head off to Big Eight tourney
By JEFF KING 
Sports Editor

The Big Eight Wrestling Tourna­
ment wasn’t very good to Iowa Slate a 
year ago, but Cyclone Coach Jim Gib­
bons is looking for that to change this 
year

The Cyclones go into Sunday’s 
league tournament seeded second be­
hind Oklahoma State, which has won 
the last three league titles and boasts 
two of the three returning individual 
utlists.

Last season, however, ISU fimshed 
fourth in the five-team race -  its lowest 
finish since the Big Eight came into 
being -- and, for the first time since 
1962, didn’t crown an individual cham­
pion

“ I think we’ve got a shot at winning 
it,” Cyclone Coach Jim Gibbons said, 
“ but we’re going to need a little bit of 
help from (third-seeded) Nebraska and 
then we’ll have a chance of winning 

“ Oklahoma State won the Las 
Vegas tournament by 70 points, but I 
thik everybody else, particularly us,

has closed the gap on them,” Gibbons 
said “ Still, they’re the team to beat.”

ISU finished second behind the 
Cowboys at the Las Vegas Invitational 
and crowned two champions in the 
process

Sunday’s tournament will be held at 
the Hcamcs Center m Columbia, Mo 
First-round action begins at noon with 
semi-finals set for 1 p.m The finals will 
begin at 8 p.m

Gibbons said the Cyclones figure to 
have four No. 1 seeds in the tournament 
-  Steve Hamilton at 150 pounds. Bob

Thompson at 167, Matt Johnson at 177 
and heavyweight Todd Kinney.

With the exceptions of 134 and 142, 
Gibbons said the rest of the Cyclones 
should all be seeded m the top three at 
their weight class

The top four finishers at each 
weight, plus two “ wild card”  sclcc- 
uons, will advance to the NCAA tour­
nament, held March 14-18 in Iowa 
City

Though the Cyclones managed a 
sparkling 13-3 dual-meet record, Gib­
bons repeatedly mentioned he was

coaching this team with an eye on the 
post-season. Now that it’s here, he said 
his team is ready for it.

“ We want to build some momen­
tum going into the national tournament 
with some champions,” Gibbons said 

Hamilton will be the Cyclones’ en­
trant at 150 after he won a wrestle-off 
with Torrae Jackson Thursday

Hamilton, a two-ume all-American 
at 158, decided a few weeks back he 
wanted to have a realisuc chance at 
winning a national utle and, with 
OSU’s Pat-Smith ruling at 158, dropped

down to 150 to challenge Jackson.
Hamilton is 2-0 at 150 and 19-2 

overall, but he got the nod at 150 only 
after beating Jackson Thursday in the 
third, and final, wrestle-off match 
they’ve had.

They split the first two matches, 
with each going into overtime Thurs­
day's match also went into overtime

Thus, Jackson will wrestle at 158 
after spending all season at 150 He was 
ranked at 150.

Shawn Rustad will go at 142 for the 
Cyclones
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Ames High's Brody Linder lays on the Ice after chasing after a loose puck In the Little Cyclones’ 6-1 victory over Urbandale In the first round of the state hockey tournament 
Thursday night. Earlier today, the Little Cyclones dropped a 5-4 overtime decision to top-seeded Dubuque.

Hawks: Gilbert finishes year at 19-3 Last hurrah for four
Iowa State seniors

CONTINUED from page B1

and the Tigers held an 8-0 lead with just 
2 04 gone in the game. Burton called 
timeout.

“ During the timeout, the kids said 
they knew what they were doing 
wrong," Burton said “ They said they 
weren’t getting die ball inside enough 
They told me not to worry about it.”  

The players were nght After the 
umcout, Scott Samuclson scored on a 
jumper to make it 8-2 and, following a 
Gilbert turnover, Grcve nailed a 3- 
pointcr to cut the deficit to direc 

Ryan Forth countered with a field 
goal to make it 10-5, but Samuelson and 
Dennis Barkcma each scored four 
points in an 8-0 run that gave the Hawks 
the lead for good at 13-10

South Hamilton maintained a four- 
to-six point cushion throughout the 
second quarter and led 24-20 when a 
crucial senes of events took place. 
After Gilbert forced a turnover, Tom 
VerStcegh missed a layup with 08 left 
that could have cut the deficit to two. 
Instead, the Hawks got the ball back 
and Samuelson drilled a 3-pointer as 
time expjred to put South Hamilton 
ahead 27-20.

“ That was a big turnaround,”  
Squires said “ Instead of being down 
two at the half like we should have 
been, all of the sudden we’re down 
seven. That really hurt us.”

What hurt Gilbert even more was 
Barkema’s presence at the start o f the 
second half The South Hamilton sen­
ior center scored six straight points in 
the first 1 19 of the third quarter to give 
the Hawks a commanding 33-20 lead 

“ We were a little nervous and tenta­
tive getting the ball inside in the first 
half, ” Burton said."  B ut we did a much 
better job of getting the ball to Dennis in 
the second half He doesn’t look tltat 
quick, but he gets open somehow.”  

South Hamilton led 43-28 in the 
final quarter when Gilbert made a late 
charge The Tigcrs ran off seven unan­
swered points to make u 43-35 Binder 
then came up with a steal and, after 
missing one 3-pointcr, VerStcegh fi­

nally connected from long range to cut 
the deficit to 43-38 with 2:42 left.

Barkema, however, hit two free 
throws 21 seconds later, and, after 
VerStcegh missed a jumper, Samucl­
son scored to put the Hawks back m 
command, 47-38

“ We quit attacking for a stretch 
there in the final quarter,” Burton said 
“ We were play mg not to lose rather 
than playing to win ’'

The victory improved South Hamil­
ton’s record to 20-2 Gilbert finished 
the season at 19-3.

South Hamilton 
Gilbert

1314 1410-51  
12 8 6 1 6 -4 2

SOUTH HAMILTON (51)
Hans Koehnk 11 -2 3, Dennis Barkema 8 2- 

7 18, Clint Taylor 0 4-4 4, Bret Grave 2 1-4 6, 
Scott Samuelson 4 2-211, Mike Frisk 01-21, 
Kempton Young 1 2-2 4, Jett Osborn 0 0-0 0, 
Matt Lewis 0 0-0 0, Blake Graenlleld 2 0-0 4. 
Totals 18 13-23 51 Three-point goals- 
Samuelson, Greve.
GILBERT (42)

Ryan Forth 5 1-212, Chad Weigel 03 -63, 
Chad Settle 4 0-0 8, Tom VerSteegh 3 1-3 8, 
Grant Binder 41-2 9, Jud Jen lson l 0-0 2, Dan 
Rost 00-0 0, Josh Treloar 0 0-0 0. Totals 176- 
13 42. Three-point goals. VerSteegh, Forth.
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COME SEE 
THE EXCITEMENT

AMES -- (AP) Chants of “ Vec1 
Vcc'”  will ring through Hilton Coli­
seum for the final time Saturday night 

Victor Alexander, whose massive 
girth and soft hands made him a power­
ful offensive force, will play his final 
home basketball game when the Cy­
clones take on No 12 Oklahoma State 

The 6-foot-9, 265-pound senior is 
nearing the end of a memorable career 
during which he has become Iowa 
State’s No 3 scorer and No 5 re boun­
der of all time

With at least one game remaining, in 
the Big Eight Conference tournament 
next week, Alexander has 1,843 points 
and 792 rebounds m his career. He’s 
averaging 23 2 points and nine re­
bounds a game this season

“ Vie has been a great player for us, 
one of the greatest we’ve ever had," 
Iowa State coach Johnny Ot t  said 
“ He’s a good guy, too We’re going to 
be sorry to see him go ”

Opponents don’t necessarily share 
those sentiments

“ Victor has been a heck of a player 
for Iowa Slate,”  Kansas coach Roy 
Williams said. “ I’ll be glad to see his 
big rear end leave ’ ’

Starting guard Doug Collins and 
reserves Paul Doerrfeld and Phil Kunz 
also will be making their final home 
appearance for Iowa State, which 
hopes to dash Oklahoma State’s con­
ference title hopes

Collins has been a regular since 
transferring from John Logan Commu­
nity College last season, Doerrfeld has 
been a part-time starter and Kunz has 
been a steady reserve

“ They’ve all been good players for

us,”  Orr said. “ It’ll be hard to replace 
them ’’

Oklahoma State would clinch at 
least a tic for the conference champion­
ship with a victory Saturday night. The 
Cowboys are tied with Kansas for first 
place at 10-3 and both are 21 -5 overall

Kansas concludes the season at 
Nebraska on Sunday. An Oklahoma 
State victory and a Kansas loss would 
give the Cowboys the utle outfight.

Defense is a big reason that first- 
year coach Eddie Sutton has Oklahoma 
State on the verge of a championship. 
The Cowboys lead the league in team 
defense, giving up 65.4 points a game, 
and their opponents are shooting 43.3 
percent.

“ For the first year, that’s been most 
pleasing to me,”  said Sutton, who 
coached at Creighton, Arkansas and 
Kentucky before taking the OSU job 
“ I wasn’t sure when we came in here 
that we would be able to get this team to 
play like we’ve played

“ The best defensive teams I've had 
were at Arkansas with the quickness 
we had there That’s what this team has 
The players have been willing to listen 
to the staff and put the defensive prin­
ciples in play on the court.’ ’

ISU can attest to that. The Cyclones 
shot only 39.7 percent and Alexander 
managedjust 14 points in an 83-62 loss 
at Stillwater on Feb 6 At the ume, that 
was Alexander’s lowest point total of 
the season

‘ ‘ Down there they were tremendous 
against us,” Orr said. “ Defensively, 
they got all over us They took us right 
out of the game We couldn’t do any­
thing against them ”

Top-seeded 
Dubuque holds 
off Ames, 5-4
By The Dally Tribune Staff

Joe Baxter’s goal just 14 seconds 
into overtime lifted Dubuque to a 5-4 
victory over upset-minded Ames m the 
second round of the Iowa state hockey 
tournament this morning at the Ames/ 
ISU Ice Arena.

Baxter’s goal, his third of the game, 
moved Dubuque, the top-seeded team, 
into tonight’s semifinals against Wa­
terloo

Ames, the tournament’s eighth 
seed, dropped into the cosolation 
bracket. The Little Cyclones, who beat 
Urbandale 6-1 in the first round Thurs­
day night, met the Omaha Gladiators at 
3.30 this afternoon

In other first-round games, Mason 
City beat die Omaha Lancers 10-2, 
Valley/Dowling beat St Joseph, Mo , 
9-4, Waterloo beat the Omaha Gladi­
ators 8-3, and Sioux City blanked 
Mason City 5-0.

Terry Nims and Jerry Hill also had 
goals for Dubuque m its victory over 
Ames Four different players scored for 
Ames -  Brody Linder, Fred Van Ber­
gen, Chuck Schweikert and Brian 
Wircson

Against Urbandale Thursday night, 
Van Bcrgan and Ben Gable both 
pumped m two goals while Schweikert 
and Jay Greenfield each had one Ames 
goalie Phil Greenfield came up with 16 
saves

Matt Workman had Urbandale’s 
only goal.

Jesse Basanch recorded the tourna­
ment’s first shutout when he came up 
with 26 saves in Sioux City’s win over 
Mason City Chris Sorum had two 
goals for Sioux City whi le T.J Remsch, 
Jesse Moncll and Brandon Blatchford 
each had one.

Nick Kruger of Val 1 ey/Dowhng had 
the day’s most potent offensive per­
formance, tossing in five goals m the 
victory over St Joseph Andy Byrkit 
had two goals while Andrew Le- 
toumeau and Scott Hughes each hjd 
one for Valley/Dowltng.

Mike Mitchell had two goals for St 
Joseph while Josh Canterbury and Ja­
son Lawson each had one

Jason Rciseck and Chad Fordyce 
each had two goals while four otlicrs 
had one apiece as Waterloo beat the 
Gladiators.

Ted Lowndes, Joey Perell and Don 
Cohen each had a goal for the Gladi­
ators

Ethan Schcetz had three goals while 
teammates Scott Johnson, Matt Weber 
and Brandon Conway each had two as 
Mason City romped over the Omaha 
Lancers Troy Hcider had Mason 
City’s other goal.

John Driscoll and Brad Elsie had the 
Lancers’ goals

The state tournament continues 
tonight and Saturday The champion­
ship game is set for 12.45 p.m. Sunday
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Gilbert’s Ryan Forth blocks the shots of South Hamilton’s Kempton 
Young as Chad Weigel looks on during the Hawks’ 51-42 victory.
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